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1.

INTERNET ACCESS AND COMPUTER USE

The purpose of this policy is to define appropriate use of the technology resources at the
Newbury Public Library by Library patrons and includes WIFI and resources accessed with
Library-owned equipment, and WIFI and resources accessed using privately-owned
computers on Library property. This policy is to be used in conjunction with the Library’s
Patron Behavior Policy, as well as all federal, state, and local laws and regulations concerning
the use of property and computing resources.

ACCESS. The Newbury Public Library provides free access to computers and Public WIFI
throughout the Library building and on Library grounds. Public Wi-Fi service is available in the
outside parking lot 24 hours a day, 7 days per week, as far as the signal reaches. Availability
and signal quality are not guaranteed and may be affected by factors beyond our control. A
Library card is not required to access the public Wi-Fi service.

ACCEPTABLE USE. Newbury Public Library does not monitor and has no control over the
information accessed through the internet and cannot be held responsible for its content. The
internet is a world-wide community with a highly diverse user population, and it is the patron’s
responsibility to use this resource wisely. Patrons acknowledge that the Library cannot protect
the privacy of data that is transmitted to third parties via the internet. Patrons have no
expectation of privacy over public WIFI.

Parents or other legal guardians are responsible for their children’s use of the internet in the
Library, just as they are for their use of materials in the Library’s collections. We urge parents
to supervise their children’s use of the internet. Children participating in Library programs must
have signed permission forms on file to access the internet. The permission form is attached
as an appendix.
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The Library does not act in place of, or in the absence of, a parent/guardian and is not responsible
for enforcing any restrictions which a parent/guardian may place on a minor’s use of social
software applications.

Computers and the network may not be used for any fraudulent or unlawful purpose, including any
activities prohibited under any applicable federal, New Hampshire, or local laws. Patrons shall
comply with all federal, state, and local laws including but not limited to:

e Library patrons may not use the Library's internet access to view, print, distribute, display,
send or receive images or graphics of material that violates laws relating to child
pornography.

e Library patrons may not knowingly exhibit or display any material which is harmful to
minors in its content or material that is obscene in any place of public accommodation
where minors are or may be present and where minors are able to view the material. (RSA
571-B) Viewing child pornography is illegal and will not be tolerated on Library premises.
For information, see 18 USC 110 of the US Code.

e Displaying sexually harassing material on screens whether using a Library computer or
individual device or printer is prohibited. Accessing obscene materials is expressly
prohibited.

e Library patrons must adhere to all copyright laws and may not copy or distribute materials
(e.g. with the use of file sharing software) without the permission of the owner. Patrons who
do so may be subject to criminal and civil liability.

e Library patrons must not attempt to bypass passwords or other security systems or attempt
to install unauthorized software on the Library’s computers. Doing so will result in the
revocation of permission to use the computers.

Inappropriate behavior may result in the termination of the internet session, revocation of internet
use privileges, or other measures available to the library staff.

Library internet workstations must be used in a responsible manner, respecting the rights of
others, and taking care with use of the equipment. Computer and internet settings may not be
changed by patrons. During periods of heavy usage, staff may place time limits on patrons’
computer use. Internet resources accessible through the Library are provided equally to all Library
users.

NPL Policy #9 2



TOWN OF NEWBURY

NEWBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY NEW HAMPSHIRE P.O. Box 245

Tel. (603) 763-5803 NEWBURY 03255
INCORPORATED 1778

TITLE: INTERNET ACCESS AND COMPUTER USE POLICY #9

3. PRINTING & COPYING. Printing will be free for school reports (grades K-12). Limited black-
and-white printing will be free. Printouts over 10 pages in length will incur a charge. Donations
will be accepted, or a fee of 10 cents per page. Printers and copiers shall not be used for bulk
copying.

e Internet access may not be available due to technical problems.

e Newbury Public Library cannot be responsible for the quality or accuracy of any
information found on the internet.

e Internet access will be denied to anyone breaching this use policy. Refer to the
Patron Behavior Policy for enforcement.

e Use of the Library’s computers is at your own risk. Patrons are responsible for
logging off all accounts and removing any documents from the computers after
every use. The Library is not responsible for any patron information left on the
public workstations.

4. PRIVACY. The Newbury Public Library is a public building, and patrons acknowledge when
using computers and resources that there is no expectation of privacy. However, the Library
upholds the right of confidentiality for all users, and no one may review the content of a user's
internet log files unless authorized by a court order issued pursuant to RSA 91-A:5 and RSA
201-D:11 or by the USA Patriot Act.
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