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1. UNACCCOMPANIED MINORS 
Newbury Public Library welcomes children to use its facilities for customary Library activities. 

However, responsibility for children using the Library rests with the parent, guardian, or assigned 

chaperone, not with library personnel.  

Children 10 years of age or younger must be accompanied and supervised by an adult or a 

teenager (16 years or older).  In special situations such as children's afterschool events, a child 6 

years of age or older may attend a program unaccompanied, if permission forms and emergency 

contact information have been provided. However, when a child 5 years of age or younger is 

attending a program, the responsible party must remain with them at all times.  

● Disruptive young people will be asked to leave the Library and the child’s parents, 

guardians or emergency contacts will be contacted. If the parents, guardians or emergency 

contacts cannot be reached, the police will be contacted to assist the staff. 

● Library staff cannot provide food, transportation, or money to children. 

● Library staff cannot take legal responsibility for a child in a medical emergency but will call 

911 if necessary and call parents or caregivers immediately. 

● Parents, guardians and responsible caregivers need to be aware of when the Library 

closes. Children who have not been picked up at closing time will be given the chance to 

call a parent. Children who have not been picked up within fifteen (15) minutes of closing 

will be left in the care of the Newbury Police Department. Staff will not drive children home. 

● In cases of emergency Library closures, if a parent or emergency contact cannot be 

reached after trying for 15 minutes, the police department will be asked if they can assist 

the staff in helping to get the child home safely. It is the responsibility of the parent or 

caregiver to be accessible to pick up the child at any time. Staff is prohibited from driving 

children home. 

There is a permission form that young people who participate in afterschool programs and their 

parents are required to sign, attached as an appendix.
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